
 
 

What Is the National Board and How Do I Become a 
National Board Certified Teacher? 

 
The National Board for Professional Teaching Standards (National Board) is a not-for-profit 
professional organization, created and governed by practicing teachers and their advocates. 
The founding mission of the National Board is to advance the quality of teaching and learning 
by:  
 

 Maintaining high and rigorous standards for what accomplished teachers should know 
and be able to do;  

 Providing a national voluntary system certifying teachers who meet these standards; 
and  

 Advocating related education reforms to integrate National Board Certification into 
American education and to capitalize on the expertise of National Board Certified 
Teachers.  

 
Recognized as the “gold standard” in teacher certification, the National Board believes higher 
standards for teachers means better learning for students.  
 
Founded in 1987, the National Board began by engaging teachers in the development of 
standards for accomplished teaching and in the building of an assessment—National Board 
Certification—that validly and reliably identifies when a teacher meets those standards. 
Today, there are 25 certificate areas than span 16 content areas and four student 
developmental levels. The essence of the National Board’s vision of accomplished teaching is 
captured in the enduring document “What Teachers Should Know and Be Able to Do,” at the 
heart of which are the Five Core Propositions:  
 

1. Teachers are committed to students and their learning.  
2. Teachers know the subjects they teach and how to teach those subjects to students.  
3. Teachers are responsible for managing and monitoring student learning.  
4. Teachers think systematically about their practice and learn from experience.  
5. Teachers are members of learning communities.  

 
If you have three years of successful teaching in one or more early childhood, elementary, 
middle, or secondary schools (applicants for ECYA/School Counseling must have completed 
three years of successfully serving as a school counselor), consider joining Wendy Eckerle 
on Monday, September 18, at the ARC for an informational meeting about the process and 
benefits provided by ACPS.  
 
Our next meeting to begin the process will be Monday, September 25. Please also mark the 
following dates on your calendar for meetings: October 16, October 30, November 13 (at 
Baker-Butler), November 27, and December 11 (at Baker-Butler). Meeting locations TBD, 
unless specified. All meetings will begin at 4:30 p.m. and end no later than 5:45 p.m. 
 

Questions? Please contact Wendy Eckerle at weckerle@k12albemarle.org. 
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